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               MCCWRT 
������   FOUNDED AT UNION, ILLINOIS 1998 
                   MISSION STATEMENT  
�
���������������������THE  MCHENRY COUNTY �
�������������������CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE �
�������HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE  ��
�������AND FOSTER EDUCATION, DISCUSSION,   �
�����������     AND ANALYSIS OF AND ABOUT �
���������������    THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.  �
�������������BY LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST…. �
���� WE WILL HOPE TO MORE COMPLETELY �
����� UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT, AND HAVE    
    A POSITIVE EFFECT ON THE COMMUNITY �
�������������������������������������
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      Welcome Aboard South Suburban CWRT! 
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Civil War News Roundup -- 2/5/2010 
Courtesy of the Civil War Preservation Trust 
 
(1) Knox Greenways Donates $10,000 for Historic 
Bluff Conservation -WVLT-TV Knoxville 
 
(2) Judge Hears Challenge to Orange, Co.Va, 
Vs Wal-Mart - Associated Press 
 
(3) Mother Nature was Fiercest Civil War Foe - 
Livonia Observer 
 
(4) Trees May Honor Civil War Dead - 
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star 
 
(5) Metro Historical Commission Plans Civil War 
Anniversary in Nashville - Nashville Tennessean 
 
(6) Opinion: Help Us Plan for Sesquicentennial - 
Natchez Democrat 
 
(7) Editorial: Preserve and Protect History - 
Chattanooga Times Free Press 
 
(8) "Missing" Appomattox Station Battlefield 
Discovered and Preserved - Lynchburg News & 
Advance 
 
(9) Preservationists Pan Casino Plan - Hanover 
Evening Sun 
 
(10) Walmart Foes Get Reinforcements - 
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star 
 
(11) PA Civil War Flags Need Cash for Upkeep - 
York Daily Record 
 
(12) Group Raising Funds to Save Portion of 
Gettysburg Battlefield -Hanover Evening Sun 
 
(13) Lee Honored as leader in Civilian, Military 
Duties – Montgomery Advertiser 
 
(14) A New Battle Plan for Chickamauga - 
Chattanooga Times Free Press�
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U.S. Sen. Jim Webb, a Virginia Democrat, wants to 
more than triple the size of his state's Petersburg 
National Battlefield. He's proposed legislation that 
would allow the National Park Service to acquire 7,200 
acres to add to the nearly 2,700 acres currently at the 
Civil War site. Doing so, he says, will protect it from 
residential and commercial development. His proposal 
has merit. 
 
"Petersburg saw nearly one quarter of the Civil War 
fought in its surrounding area, and the preservation of 
these battlefields is very important for future generations 
to understand and appreciate the significance of our 
nation's history," Sen. Webb says. "Next year marks the 
150th anniversary of the Civil War, and this legislation 
will serve as an appropriate and timely means to the 
commemoration of this significant historical event." 
That's certainly so, although finding the funds to 
underwrite the expansion will be tough given the 
nation's current economic situation. 
 
The Petersburg National Boundary Modification Act, if 
approved, would provide funding to purchase the 
additional acreage -- which includes 12 surrounding 
battlefields -- that is appraised at $29 million. It would 
also enable construction of a new visitor’s center.  

The expanded park, Sen. Webb says, would not only 
protect historically significant land; it would also serve 
as an economic engine for the area. Tourism already 
generates millions of dollars annually in communities 
near the current park, and the expansion likely would 
attract additional visitors and revenue. 

______________________________ 
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Forty-nine years after they had last carried them in battle, 
the surviving flag bearers from Pennsylvania's Civil War 
regiments again hoisted their unit's colors and marched 
through Harrisburg in a light rain. 
 
Once they reached the Capitol, the veterans -- many of 
whom cried at the sight of the banners they rallied behind 
in their youth – stood the regimental flags in tall, round 
glass cases on the rotunda floor. 

 
There the flags remained for decades, wrapped around 
their staffs, warping and decaying. 
 
In 1981, a group of re-enactors based in New York, 
Company A of the 87th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 
wanted to see the regiment's original flag so they could 
make preparations for having an accurate replica made, 
said Ruthann Hubbert Kemper, the executive director of 
the Pennsylvania Preservation Committee, which is in 
charge of overseeing that the state's flag is kept in good 
condition and well preserved. Seeing the poor condition 
the original flag was in, the re-enactors raised and donated 
$1,000 to have the original flag restored. 

 
Spurred by the success of that project, the state  
began restoring and preserving its entire collection  
of 390 battle flags, Hubbert-Kemper said. It hired 
archivists to carefully unroll the flags, almost all 
tattered from battle, and built a storage space with  
a special ventilation system that elevated the 
humidity, which kept the silk from curling up. 
 
But the collection now faces a new challenge. 
 
Last year, with the state facing a massive budget 
deficit, legislators eliminated the $60,000 which  
was allocated for the flag collection. That paid for 
staff and maintaining a special HVAC system.  
 
Previous donations allocated for the collection  
would allow the exhibit to remain open, Hubbert-
Kemper said, but that money is limited. 
 
This year, the preservation committee is asking for 
$30,000, but with state money again tight, Hubbert-
Kemper is not very optimistic. 
 
And once a program goes without funding for a few 
years, it becomes very difficult to have that money 
restored -- which is why the committee will begin 
asking for donations this spring, Hubbert-Kemper 
said. First, the committee will focus on reenactor 
groups and people who have visited the collection  
in the past, and expand from there if needed. 
 
The flags themselves now lay flat, on acid-free  
cloth, stored in large drawers. Their staffs, many 
broken in combat and grafted together with 
twine, stand separately. 
 
Some of their colors have run together, said  
research historian Jason Wilson, a consequence of 
being wrapped up wet after that 1914 parade. 
Some are only scraps. 
 
All that remains of the 87th's original battle flag is 
the gold fringe, Wilson said. The flag that was 
restored in 1981 was made after the war ended to 
commemorate the regiment, with the names of the 
battles it fought written in gold on a blue field: 
Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor Petersburg, 
and Lee's Surrender. 
 
"Every flag tells a story," Wilson said. "Some have 
blood on them. Some have bullet holes." 
 
                     ��������(���� : 
People can make appointments to see Pennsylvania's 
collection of Civil War battle flags on weekdays 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
For more information, visit cpc.state.pa.us and click 
on "Civil War Flags." 

___________________________ 
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For men in the Civil War, there were few things  
more personal than their regimental battle flag. 
Each individual regiment received its own flag.     
Often, those flags would signify a hometown or 
county where the regiment was raised. 

 
in the canton, or upper left quarter. 
 



                                                                                                                                             The flags were considered the symbol of the 
regiment, and it was a great honor to be a member  
of the color guard. The history of the war is filled 
with stories of men sacrificing themselves to 
prevent the colors from falling into enemy hands. 
 
"(The flags) had a practical use," "They were big 
because they were the rallying point in battle,  
which is full of smoke and death and wounds.  
It's chaos. You needed something that says this is 
where we are, this is our rallying point, and that  
was the regimental flags." 
 
After Gen. Joseph Hooker authorized it in 1863, 
regiments started writing the names of the battles 
they had fought across the flags' stripes. 
 
"There would be these horrible words -- horrible 
because you know what these places had been,". 
"You knew that flag and those men had really been 
in the thick of it." 

 ___________________________ 
 

�4�����5�������$������!�,������ �
&$��&+&,&�$��	&,&���'��.�&�! �
:��#�"
��:
��  
 
1/20/2010 
Montgomery Advertiser (AL) 
 
Robert E. Lee has always been considered a  
military genius who led a disciplined army, but  
few are aware of how he also made his civilian 
"troops" toe the line after the Civil War ended. 
 
One example was the time a student at Washington 
College stood before him with a chaw of tobacco in 
his mouth and was informed by Lee, who was then 
the college's president that he found it obnoxious.  
 
Told to leave the room and not to come back the 
same way, the student did an about-face, went into 
the hallway and then returned with the same chaw 
in his jaw. 
 
As soon as Lee saw the bulge in the student's mouth, 
he wrote an expulsion notice, informing his 
classmates that he was being bounced out of college 
"for disrespect to the president."  
 
Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals Judge James 
Main discovered that interesting tidbit of information 
during research for his address at the First White 
House of the Confederacy, where Robert E. Lee was 
honored on the 203rd anniversary of his birth. 
 
"Discipline, respect for authority and duty were 
required of all students and one of the most  
terrifying experiences for a student was to be called 
to the president's office," Main said. 
 
Lee lived five years after the end of America's 
bloodiest war and he packed a lot into them as he 
took the helm of a college that would add 
his name to that of the country's first president. 
 
When Lee became president of Washington College, 
Main said the school had only 40 students. During 
Lee's first year, enrollment jumped to 300 and the 
college received more than $100,000 from tuition. 

 
 

It was a word-of-mouth educational resuscitation and 
was based primarily on the leadership of a man whose 
military accomplishments are studied around the world 
140 years after his death. 
 
"Lee's commitment to his post-war career continued to 
deepen as he successfully developed the college's new 
curriculum and physical facilities," said Main, who 
spoke near the stairs leading to the second floor of the 
building. "He enjoyed his work and his civilian life." 

______________________________�
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The pattern of the National flag or "Stars and Stripes" as 
we now know it was enacted into law on April 4, 1818: 
 
"Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States in congress assembled, That from 
and after the fourth day of July next, the flag of the 
United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red 
and white; that the union have twenty stars, white in a 
blue field. And be it further enacted, That on the 
admission of every new State into the Union, one star be 
added to the union of the flag ...” 
 
Although this act established the basic pattern of the flag 
as we know it today, it did not define the arrangement of 
the stars. However the Revised Regulations of the Army 
of the United States specified that the blue union of the 
national flag was to extend one third of the length of the 
flag and was to extend down to the lower edge of the 
fourth red stripe. Notice in the photos of the national 
flags that the unions or cantons of the flag are variously 
sized from square to rectangular. The arrangement of the 
stars or star pattern and the shape of the canton in each 
national flag allow identification of the manufacturer of 
the flags made under government contract. 
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The Regimental flag or color was a blue silk flag which 
was decorated with an eagle and federal shield. The 
eagle's claws held on to an olive branch and arrows.  

"E Pluribus Unum" was emblazoned on an upper banner 
either above the eagle or in the eagle's beak. Below the 
eagle was another banner bearing the name and number 
of the regiment. Above the eagle were stars representing 
the number of states in the Union. The flag was fringed 
with yellow fringe. 

 

Based on the drawing of the eagle, the position of  
the eagle's head, the position of the upper and lower 
banners and the position of the stars, the location & 
name of the manufacturer of the flag can usually be 
identified.�
�

�
����������3rd. Illinois Cavalry Regimental Flag 
 
Summary:  
Although the pattern of this flag is similar to that of 
the Regimental flag of the Infantry, by definition it  
is called the Cavalry "Standard." 
 

�
��������������3rd. Illinois Cavalry Guidon Flag 
 
Summary:  
The guidon bears no inscriptions 
 

  
          4th. Illinois Cavalry Regimental Flag 
 
Summary:  
The Standard measures approximately 30" x 20". 
Based on the rays above the stars and the shape of  
the eagle, this flag was manufactured by Gilbert & 
Hubbard of Chicago.  According to the diary of 
Thomas Mitchell of Company G, “28th --The 
Regiment went to Ottawa today, and was presented 
with a flag by the citizens. Speeches were made by 
Judge Caton and R.C. Cook. The flag is very nice 
and is said to have cost $75, 00.”  
 
 


