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             MCCWRT 
������  FOUNDED AT UNION, ILLINOIS 1998 
                  MISSION STATEMENT  
�
���������������������THE  MCHENRY COUNTY �
�������������������CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE �
��������HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE  ��
��������AND FOSTER EDUCATION, DISCUSSION,   �
�����������      AND ANALYSIS OF AND ABOUT �
���������������     THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.  �
�������������BY LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST…. �
���� WE WILL HOPE TO MORE COMPLETELY �
����� UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT, AND HAVE    
    A POSITIVE EFFECT ON THE COMMUNITY �
�������������������������������������
������������������������������������ 

�
                         January 5, 1861 - Seeing the Year Out by Winslow Homer 
 
 The illustration above is from the January 5, 1861 edition of Harper's Weekly.  The illustration is by Winslow   
 Homer, and is entitled, "Seeing the Year Out". This is an unusual Homer illustration.  On the left, you see a  
 group of people toasting and celebrating at the clock strikes midnight. To the right is an image of a large group  
 of people in what appears to be sincere and earnest prayer in a church.  Women appear to be weeping, and on  
 their knees in prayer. In the background there is a preacher in the pulpit with what looks like heavenly rays of  
 light illuminating him.  This portion of the image is captioned, "Watch Night".  In the upper left of the overall   
 picture is a group of heavenly beings.  Some have the wings of angels.  To the upper right of the image is what   
 appears to be tortured soles wondering around in hopelessness. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

        2011 Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission Bill Introduced  
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       CALENDER OF EVENTS 
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           NORTHERN ILLINOIS  
                         COALLITION  
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         CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLES 
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         President’s New Year Address 
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          A Visit to Civil War Battlefields 
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