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         Civil War @ Smithsonian  
                     Timeline�
�
April 12-13, 1861 – Fort Sumter is 
bombarded and is surrendered to South 
Carolina State Troops. 
�
April 15, 1861 – President Lincoln 
declares a state of insurrection and calls 
for 75,000 volunteers for three months 
service. 
�
April 19, 1861 – President Lincoln orders 
a blockade of all Southern ports. 
 
April 20, 1861 – Robert E. Lee resigns his 
commission in the United States Army. 
__________________________________ 
 
April 6-7, 1862 – The Battle of Shiloh 
results in 13,000 Union troops and 10,000 
Confederate troops killed and wounded. 
 
April 24, 1862 – Union Flag Officer 
David Farragut moves his flotilla up the 
Mississippi River to take New Orleans. 
 
May 31, 1862 – During the Battle of 
Seven Pines, Confederate General Joseph 
E. Johnston’s Army nearly defeats 
McClellan’s troops in front of Richmond. 
__________________________________ 
 
May 1-4, 1863 - The Union Army under 
General Joe Hooker is decisively defeated 
by Lee’s much smaller forces at 
Chancellorsville, Virginia. 
 
May 10, 1863 – Stonewall Jackson dies 
from wounds inflicted upon him by his 
own troops. 
__________________________________ 
�
May 4, 1864 – Beginning of a massive 
coordinated campaign of all the Union 
Armies with General Grant in command as 
he advances toward Richmond. 
 
May 5-6, 1864 – The Battle of the 
Wilderness. 
 
May 8-12, 1864 – The Battle of 
Spotsylvania. 
__________________________________ 
 
April 2, 1865 – Petersburg Virginia falls. 
The Confederate Capitol of Richmond is 
evacuated.  Federal Troops enter and raise 
the Stars and Stripes on April 3 rd. 
 
April 9, 1865 – General Lee surrenders to 
General Grant at Appomattox, Virginia. 
 
April 14, 1865 – The Stars and Stripes are 
ceremoniously raised over Fort Sumter.   
 
 

   April 14, 1865 (Continued) –  
   President Lincoln and his wife attend 
   the play “Our American Cousin” at  
   Ford’s Theater. At 10:13pm, during 
   the third act of the play, John Wilkes  
   Booth assassinates the president, by 
   shooting him in the back of the head. 
   Doctors attend to the president in the 
   theater and then have him moved to a 
   house across the street. He never again 
   regains his consciousness. 
 
    April 15, 1865 – President Abraham 
    Lincoln dies at 7:22 in the morning. 
    “He Now Belongs to the Ages”. 
     Vice President Andrew Johnson now 
     assumes the presidency. 
 
    April 18. 1865 – Confederate Gen. 
    Joseph E. Johnston officially will 
    surrender to General William T. 
    Sherman near Durham, in North 
    Carolina. 
 
    April 19, 1865 – Lincoln Funeral 
    Procession is routed down and along 
    Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington 
    to its destination, the Capitol Building 

Rotunda, where the president would 
lie in state. 

 
    April 26, 1865 – President Lincoln’s 
    Assassin John Wilkes Booth is shot 
    And killed in a tobacco barn in the  
    state of Virginia. 
      
    May 4, 1865 – After a long Funeral 
    Procession across the country, the  
    President is laid to rest in Oak Ridge  
    Cemetery, outside Springfield, IL. 
 
    May 10, 1865 – Ex-Confederate 
    President Jefferson Davis is captured 
    in the state of Georgia. 
 
    May 23-24, 1865 – A victory parade 
    is held in Washington D. C. along 
    Pennsylvania Avenue to help boost 
    the Nation’s morale. 
    
   *Also during the Month of May, all 
    remaining Confederate forces would 
    surrender. 
 
    The Nation is finally reunited as the 
    Civil War ends. Let it be known that 
    over 620,000 Americans died in the 
    four long years of the war, with the 
    complications of disease killing twice 
    as many as those lost in battle. 
     
    Sadly enough, 50,000 of those who  
    were survivors and would return to 
    their homes, would return missing 
    arms, legs or other limbs as amputees.  
 
    


